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Three types of labels

4

http://stockage.univ-valenciennes.fr/MenetACVBAT20120704/acvbat/chap05/co/ch05_010_acv_2.html

ISO 14024 – Type 1 ISO 14021 – Type 2 ISO 14025 – Type 3

Ecolabel Self declaration Environmental

declaration

Ecoprofile

Criteria fixed by a

competent agency

Fast, partial 

(mono criteria)

Complex and complete

Multi steps

Multi criteria

LCA not mandatory

One or two criteria

One step (end of life, …)

LCA = mandatory



Type I label

► Type I environnemental labelling – ISO 14024 – Briefly

► Voluntary made

► Goal = to reduce the environmental impact associated to a 

product and to obtain a certification

► Takes into account the entire life cycle but no mandatory LCA

► Issued by independent third party after controlling that the 

product complies with the criteria required by the 

classification

► Evaluation criteria that are scientific, comprehensive and 

transparent

► Validity: regional, national or international
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Type I label

6



Type II label

► Type II environmental labelling – ISO 14021 – Briefly

► Communication on own and full corporate responsibility

► Monocriteria or one single life cycle step

► 18 requirements for self declaration claims

► Clear

► Transparent

► Scientifically strong

► Documented

► Accurate and verifiable

► …
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Type II label

► Type II environmental labelling – ISO 14021 – Briefly

► Advantage = rapid  implementation

► Drawback = lack of credibility due to the absence of external 

validation and the free choice of methodology  difficult to 

compare
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Type III label: EPD

► Environmental declaration type III – ISO 14025

► « Ecoprofile » or « Enviromental Product Declaration (EPD) »

► Voluntary

► Based on a LCA

► Uses PCR = product category rules

► « Documents that define the rules and requirements for EPDs of a certain 

product category. They are vital for the concept of environmental

declarations according to ISO 14025 as they enable transparency and 

comparability between different EPDs based on the same PCR »

► Gives details relative to methodologies choice  comparable declaration for 
various competing producers, …

► Non-mandatory review

► Useful but difficult to perform for SMEs
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► Environmental declaration type III – ISO 14025

► PCR written by Federations
► Plastics Europe

► Glass federation

► Cement federation

► …

► PCR established by consultants

► French standard for construction materials
► NF P 01 10  FDES : fiche de déclaration environnementale et 

sanitaire

► Belgium : new Royal Decree

► Construction sector: basis for all PCR
► EN 15804
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Type III label: EPD
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► Specific PCR for the building sector

► EN 15804, aligned on PEF « product environmental footprint »

Type III label: EPD



12

Type III label: EPD
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Type III label: EPD
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Type III label: EPD



► Environmental declaration type III – ISO 14025

► Where to find ecoprofiles?

► Sectorial databases

– INIES : http://www.base-inies.fr/
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Type III label: EPD
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► Existence of several national programmes

 Attempt for mutual recognition

Type III label: EPD
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► Belgium: royal decree (2014)

 B-EPD

https://www.health.belgium.be/en/belgian-epd-programme-b-epd

Type III label: EPD



Totem = Belgian tool
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► Tool to Optimize the Total Environmental impact of Materials



Totem = Belgian tool

► Tool to Optimize the Total Environmental impact of Materials



Totem = Belgian tool

► Tool to Optimize the Total Environmental impact of Materials



Product Environmental Footprint 

► PEF = the future ?

► Experimentation during 3 years to develop european sectoral repository 

(PCR, Product Category Rules) 

► Projects calls with enterprises
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Take home message

► Contusumers are not aware about differences in logos

► Self declaration >< criteria certified by third party

► Needs for education/information

► Needs for uniformization  role of EU

► 1 = EPD but complex

► 2 = Type I

► 3 = Type II
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Take home message

► https://www.ademe.fr/labels-environnementaux
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Take home message

► https://www.ecoconso.be/fr/types-de-publication/fiches-labels
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Take home message

► https://www.labelinfo.be/fr
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